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Foreword 
The United States Embassy in Austria is fortunate to occupy a unique and historic building in 

Vienna. This elegant turn-of-the-century structure was built as the permanent home to the 

Habsburg monarchy’s Consular Academy, the successor to the Oriental Academy founded in 

1754 by Empress Maria Theresia. It was in this building that the Monarchy’s future diplomats, 

and later, students of diplomacy from all over Europe and the world came to learn their pro-

fession. It is an honor for me and for the employees of the American Embassy to advance the 

interests of our nation from these venerable surroundings while building good and mutually 

beneficial relations with Austria and its people.

2004 is the 100th anniversary of the Consular Academy building at Boltzmanngasse 16 as well 

as the 250th anniversary of the Oriental Academy, and the 40th anniversary of the Diplomatic 

Academy of Vienna. Today the Diplomatic Academy carries on the tradition of excellence in 

the instruction of diplomacy and international relations in Austria. On this special occasion, 

it is my pleasure to present this short history of the building and its inhabitants with a pho-

tographic comparison of how some of the rooms appeared in the first decades of the 20th 

century with how they look today. This study of Boltzmanngasse 16 was realized through the 

hard work of Edith Jelmi, a long-time, Austrian member of the Embassy staff and amateur 

historian, by drawing from libraries and archives throughout the city. Though by no means 

a comprehensive history of the Academy or the students that it trained, it gives the reader 

an understanding of the property and some of the tumultuous as well as ordinary times its 

inhabitants lived through.

The close relationship between the American Embassy and the Diplomatic Academy continues 

to this day as we cooperate to present programs on topics of vital interest to the international 

community. The American Embassy Chancery stands as a symbol of the close ties between 

Austria and the United States. As we celebrate these special anniversaries of the Diplomatic 

Academy and the American Embassy, it is my hope that the fine relationship between Austria 

and the United States will continue to grow, prosper, and strengthen in the years ahead.

W.L. Lyons Brown
Ambassador of the United States of America
June 24, 2004
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The Academy 1754-1770
(Philosophy Department of the University of Vienna)

The Academy 1770-1775
(Convent School of St. Barbara)
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The k&k1 Oriental Academy was founded in 1754 
on the basis of an Imperial Order by Empress Maria 
Theresia (May 13, 1717 — November 29, 1780), which 
sought to preserve Habsburg family prestige and 
unity within Europe. The Academy’s initial purpose 
was to enhance Austria’s position in the Balkans 
and the Near East by improving the nation’s trade 
and cultural relations. At the time of its founding, 
the Academy’s curriculum emphasized oriental lan-
guages such as Persian, Arabic, and Turkish as well as 
political science and general sciences in order to sup-
ply the Empire’s diplomats and merchants a founda-
tion of knowledge with which to extend the Empire’s 
influence to the east.

The Academy’s first location was within the Phi-
losophy Section of the Old Vienna University at the 
corner of Bäckerstrasse and Postgasse, where it func-
tioned from 1754 until 1770. The first Director was 
a Jesuit priest, Josef Franz, who had previously been 
assigned as Emperor Josef II’s educator. The Academy 
began with 10 students. In 1770 it moved to the 
seminary St. Barbara, where it stayed until the build-
ing was sold to the Greek United Church. Starting in 
1775, it was housed at the Jesuit seminary St. Anna 
on Johannesgasse but ten years later was forced to 
relocate to make room for the Academy of Fine Arts. 
From 1785 to 1883, the Academy was located at the 
Jakoberhof in Riemergasse (1st district), which was 
part of the former monastery of St. Jakob auf der 
Hülben. The Vienna Commercial Court now occupies 
that land.

In the Napoleonic Period, the renowned oriental 
collections and dictionaries — some written by the 
Academy’s own students — roused the envy of the 
French orientalists. When Emperor Napoleon occu-
pied Vienna in 1809, he had much of the collection 
transferred to Paris. Later, one of the Academy’s fa-
mous graduates, Joseph Freiherr von Hammer-Purg-
stall, in an argument over the Academy’s heritage in 
Paris, went so far as to challenge his counterpart, M. 
Langlès, to a duel, prompting the Austrian Chancel-
lor Klemens Wenzel Graf (Count) Metternich to call 
him back to Vienna. Another graduate, Franz von Ot-
tenfels, was more persuasive, impressing his French 
counterparts with such expertise of the Orient that 
they returned the manuscripts. The stamp of the 
“Bibliothèque Impériale,” present on some of these 
documents, bears witness to their sojourn in the 
French capital.

In 1884 the Academy moved from the Jakoberhof to 
the building complex now known as the Theresian-
ische Akademie (4th district). For short periods of 
time, it resided at the Hofburg. Starting in 1883, the 
Academy introduced special diplomacy classes that 
prepared students for government service, the dip-
lomatic corps, careers in the senior military service, 
etc. In 1898, political history as well as commercial 
education were added to the course offerings.

1 kaiserliche und königliche = Imperial and Royal

Early Origins of the Academy
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The Academy 1775-1785
(Jesuit Faculty Quarters at St. Anna)

The Academy 1785-1883
(Jakoberhof)
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In July 1898 the Oriental Academy was re-organized 
and its name was changed to the Consular Academy. 
It was divided into an oriental section and a western 
general section. The oriental section continued to 
teach oriental languages, and both sections prepared 
students for the diplomatic service by adding instruc-
tion in jurisprudence and economics. In the follow-
ing years, classes in commerce, finance, geography, 
product technology, civil rights, mercantile law, bills 
of exchange law, civil law, criminal procedure, con-
stitutional law, and public law greatly enhanced the 
curriculum and raised the standard of the Academy 
to the university level. Special classes and field trips 
with practical aspects rounded out the theoretical 
instruction.

The Academy was headed by a Director and two pre-
fects. The prefects’ responsibilities encompassed the 
students’ professional and ethical education. They 
were expected to set a good example and to influ-
ence positively the students’ minds and characters. 
They made sure that the students observed good 
manners and used their time for intellectual activi-
ties and physical fitness training. At the beginning of 
the 20th century, the ratio of students to professors 
was generally 1:1. 

An entrance examination in history, politics, and lan-
guages given throughout the Monarchy was required 
for admittance to the Academy. Until the end of the 
Monarchy, only male students were accepted. It was 
during the years of the First Republic that the deci-
sion was made also to allow women to study.

It became obvious at the turn of the century that 
more space was required to accommodate the con-
stantly growing number of students interested in 
attending the Academy. Emperor Franz Josef I, who 
was partial to the idea that patriotism and love of 
one’s native country on one hand and an interest in 
foreign countries and peoples on the other are not 
mutually exclusive, planned for the expansion of the 
Academy.

In a letter dated December 23, 1901, the Emperor in-
formed Foreign Minister Agenor Count Goluchowski 
that he had decided to transfer all proceeds of an 
extremely popular book written by his deceased son, 
Crown Prince Rudolf, called The Austro-Hungarian 
Monarchy in Words and Pictures to the Foreign Min-
istry to be used to build a new facility for the Acad-
emy. A plan was developed to move the Consular 
Academy from the Theresianum (the location of the 
present-day Diplomatic Academy at Favoritenstrasse, 
4th district) to the location at Boltzmanngasse 16. 
An Imperial resolution from this time tasked the 
Academy to cover all subjects pertaining to politics, 
diplomacy, and trade in the Orient.

Transformation to Consular Academy
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The Consular Academy 1883-1904 
(Garden View of the Theresianum)

The Consular Academy after 1904 – Boltzmanngasse No.16
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The building permit for Boltzmanngasse 16 was 
issued on August 25, 1902 (No. 86352/02) by the 
municipality of Vienna. Construction began on Oc-
tober 6, 1902, according to the plans of the architect 
Ludwig Baumann.

Baumann was born on May 11, 1853, in Seibersdorf 
near Troppau (now Opava, Czech Republic), and 
died in Vienna on February 6, 1936. He was a career 
architect who headed the Association of Austrian 
Architects and participated in construction work at 
the Neue Hofburg, the Ministry of War (Stubenring), 
the Chamber of Commerce, the Chemistry Institute 
of the Vienna University and numerous churches (Vo-
tivkirche) and castles (i.e. the Artstetten family castle, 
burial site of Archduke Franz Ferdinand). His reputa-
tion won him projects abroad such as the construc-
tion of the Palazzetto di Venezia in Rome. Baumann 
generally followed his own architectural style which 
fell somewhere between Historicism and Jugendstil.

The new building was designed in Maria Theresia’s 
baroque classical style on a property of 5,511 m2 
(approx. 62,000 square ft.). The four-story building 
was flanked by two pavilions connected to the main 
building by arcades. The front was 87 m long, the 
terrace garden measured 3,500 m2 (approx. 40,000 
square ft.). The main entrance was topped by baroque 
dome-shaped roofs and two allegorical reliefs. Above 
the main entrance are the coats of arms of Austria 
and Hungary, surrounded by the chain of the Order 
of the Golden Fleece.

In front of a small garden, a baroque balustrade 
enclosed the property. The two side wings of the 
building reached into the garden. The construc-
tion cost amounted to 850,000 Crowns (roughly AS 
60,000,000 or Euro 4,360,465 in 2001). Furniture and 
equipment cost another 150,000 Crowns.

The license to occupy the building was issued on Oc-
tober 31, 1904, through the Magistrate Vienna (MA 
XIV, No. 7.114) by the Government of Lower Austria. 
On November 4, 1904 the building was solemnly in-
augurated in the presence of Emperor Franz Josef I.

Consul General Anton Edler von Winter was the first 
director in the new building. Winter was born on 
May 22, 1866 in Ödenburg (now Sopron), Hungary. 
He graduated from the Consular Academy in 1890 
and served in consulates in Albania and Macedonia 
between 1891 and 1899. From 1904 until 1919, he 
was Director of the Consular Academy, after which 
he moved to the Foreign Ministry as Head of the 
Präsidialsektion (Executive/Administrative Section). 
After the re-structuring of the Academy, he returned 
in 1922 and stayed until 1933. He was awarded nu-
merous medals of honor from Austria and abroad. 
Von Winter died on March 30, 1942.

During von Winter’s tenure at the Academy, the aca-
demic studies were divided into four sections: eco-
nomic and commercial subjects, law, political/military 
subjects, and languages. Classes were held in German, 
Hungarian, and English; other Western languages be-
came increasingly more important than the Eastern 
languages that had predominated at the Academy in 
the 19th Century.

Under the Monarchy, the prerequisites for entering 
the Academy were Austrian or Hungarian citizenship, 
a diploma from an Austrian or Hungarian Gymna-
sium, knowledge of German and French, and passing 
a written exam in history and languages. Only after 
World War I did the Academy begin to accept foreign 
students.

After the end of their studies at the Consular Academy, 
students usually completed an internship within an 
administrative sector, a court or other public authority 
and then spent several years abroad to widen their ex-
perience. All careers in diplomatic missions were open 
to them: as consuls, attachés, serving in chambers of 
commerce, etc.

The Consular Academy at Boltzmanngasse
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View of Boltzmanngasse from Strudlhofgasse at the beginning of the 20th century



9

Life at the Consular Academy
The Academy provided all necessary room and board 
for its students, some of whom came from great dis-
tances to study, especially after World War I.

Servants’ apartments and work spaces — kitchen, 
laundry room, workshops and tailoring — were 
found in the basement. Showers and baths for the 
students were also located in this area and could be 
used between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Located on the 
ground floor (American first floor) were the Director’s 
apartment (7 rooms), a reading room with interna-
tional newspapers, a music room, the dining room, 
a medical doctor’s office, and a billiard room. On the 
first floor were six lecture halls, an examination room, 
a merchandise museum, the Director’s office and one 
prefect’s room. In the center of the hallway, facing the 
stairway, an ancient Persian maxim in oriental letters 
was on display, reading “For God and the Ruler.” 

The second and third floors were identical. They had 
23 rooms for the students, a prefect’s room, a ser-
vants’ room, a cleaning room and a barber’s room. 
Each student room had an alcove, two windows and 
a small entrance foyer. An elevator connected all 
floors. The north pavilion contained a medical sec-
tion. In the back of the building, a tennis court and 
sporting area, including a fencing area and pool, were 
installed for the students’ physical training.

Upon arrival at the Academy, the students received 
their books and other study materials, as well as a 
haircut and a shave. They were requested to observe 
the dress code. Smoking was not permitted in the 
lecture rooms and the dining hall.

The daily routine for the students was regimented: 
Rising at 7:00 a.m., breakfast at 7:30, lectures from 8:
10 to 13:00 and from 15:10 to 18:00, lunch at 13:10, 
dinner at 20:30. Every other Thursday the students 
were authorized to go out from 2:00 p.m. to mid-
night, on Sundays from 8:00 a.m. to midnight. On 
other days students could only leave the Academy for 
two and a half hours. In order to leave the Academy 
for an entire day, parental permission was needed. 
Recreation activities such as dancing, horse riding, 
and hunting were offered. 

In the beginning of the 20th century, studies at the 
Consular Academy lasted five years. For each grade, 
the students had a particular nickname: first year 
students were the “Hunting Dogs;” second year stu-
dents, the “Vice Academics;” third year students, the 
“Academics;” fourth year students, the “Vice Excellen-
cies;” and the fifth-year students, the “Excellencies.” 
Alumni of the Academy were called “Demigods.” 

A special penal code was developed to the great 
amusement of the students: The first time a student 
broke the rules, he received a reprimand; the second 
time, some of his personal items would be hidden; the 
third time, water would be poured into his collar; and 
the fourth time, he would have to stand on his head 
while water was poured into the legs of his pants. On 
several occasions the students risked penalties, such 
as having their keys taken away after letting friends 
enter the building after hours. 

The students had to be reminded of their responsi-
bilities from time to time, as shown in a circular by 
Director Winter, dated April 1931: “Students are re-
quested not to throw left-overs, cigarettes, matches, 
or garbage and paper from the windows, as this 
creates pollution in the garden and the yard and is 
prohibited by police order.” 

Or one dated December 19, 1932: “Students are re-
minded that in no case is it permitted to cause noise 
in the building during the night. Above all, no gram-
mophones may be operated after 10:00 p.m., as this 
is prohibited by the police. Furthermore, the doors 
should be closed silently, since a well brought-up 
person does not slam them. By constantly slamming 
doors, the plastering around the doorframe gets 
damaged which creates extra expense. Running in 
the corridors, very loud laughter and discussions in 
the late evening and night hours must absolutely 
stop.” 

Or on another occasion: “It is requested that dress-
ing gowns and nightwear be worn before (sic) the 
lectures and in the second and third floors only, in 
particular out of respect for the external students”.
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View of Boltzmanngasse from the corner of Liechtensteinstrasse at the beginning of the 20th century
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In the summers of 1937, 1938 and 1939 special re-
peat classes were held. The students kept their rooms 
under the provision that they strictly observed their 
contracts. They paid RM (Reichsmark) 40 per month 
(169 Euro in 2001) for the room and required autho-
rization from the Director to use electrical appliances 
or loudspeakers. The bathtubs on the second and 

third floors could be used for half an hour at a time 
for the amount of 0.70 RM. There were strict rules 
regarding the use of the telephone. A student could 
talk a maximum of 6 minutes and had to pay the 
guard a fee of 20 Groschen in advance. Visitors could 
be received in the consultation room only.

POST WORLD WAR I

 
After the dissolution of the Monarchy, plans were 
made to close down the Consular Academy. On July 
29, 1919, however, the Austrian Kabinettsrat (Council 
of Ministers) decided in favor of continuation under 
the State Authority (Staatsamt) of Foreign Affairs. 
On December 7, 1919 the German-Austrian State 
Bureau requested that the Austrian State Authority 
propose the absorption of the Consular Academy. The 
Academy’s educational activities continued, and in 
1921 the institution changed its title to the “Inter-
national Institute for Politics and National Economy.” 
The length of studies was cut to two years. The num-
ber of students gradually increased from 13 in 1921 
to 88 in 1930.

In 1926 the Oriental section of the Consular Acad-
emy was integrated into the Western section for 
budgetary reasons. Both institutes were at that time 
renowned in Europe. In 1928 German Minister of For-
eign Affairs Stresemann paid a visit to the Academy 
and praised its accomplishments. Italian authorities 
used the Academy as a model and founded a similar 
institute in Rome in 1929. 

By the beginning of the 1930s, the Consular Academy 
enjoyed an international reputation, documented by 
its correspondence. For example, one of its former 
students in Geneva requested information for the 
League of Nations, which had expressed a strong 
interest in the activities of the Academy. 

Occasionally the Director sent out questionnaires to 
former students to inquire about the impact on their 
careers of their education at the Academy. All con-
firmed that the Academy had been an excellent basis 
for their professional lives and had furthered them 
in their various fields. The list of graduates includes 

personalities from the aristocracy, including Robert 
Prince Bourbon-Parma (1930-1932) and Siegfried 
Graf Thun-Hohenstein (1936-1941) as well as oth-
ers who played important roles in public life, such 
as Kurt Waldheim (1937-1939), who became Federal 
President of Austria or Egon Seefehlner (1931-1933), 
later Director of the Vienna State Opera.

The Academy’s professors and lecturers were experi-
enced specialists who had proven their expertise in 
the fields of public service or national economics. 
Some lectured in an honorary capacity. The usual pro-
bation period for professors was two years. Professors 
were selected by the Federal Chancellery based on the 
recommendation of the Consular Academy.

Scientific material was regularly exchanged between 
the Consular Academy and other institutions abroad, 
like the American Academy of Politics and Social Sci-
ence in Philadelphia, or with the Institut International 
de Coopération Intellectuelle in Paris. Programs were 
held and publications were exchanged throughout 
the world, for example, through the Foreign Affairs 
Office in Hsinking, then capital of Manchuria.

Many letters from hopeful students who had heard of 
the Academy and hoped to study there arrived from 
around the world: from as far away as the United 
States, (Wisconsin, Utah, California, Texas, Michigan), 
Canada, and China. 

In October and November 1932, a seminar was 
organized at the Academy by the Institute for In-
ternational Affairs, headed by Chester Puggley, Vice-
President of the West Chester Community National 
Bank, Peekskill, N.Y. on “Reorganizing the European 
Economy.” Mr. Puggley stayed to lecture on history 

    
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Architect Ludwig Baumann Academy Director Hlavac von Rechtwall

The coat of arms of the Austro-Hungarian Empire - located over the front entrance to the building
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and geography and donated $250 to be used to sup-
port and improve instruction in international law and 
modern history. 

At this point, the Academy had 95 students from 
Austria and abroad. Foreign students came from 
countries such as Hungary, Germany, Czechoslova-
kia, Poland, Romania, Lithuania, Norway, Yugoslavia, 
Latvia, the United States, Peru, Spain, and Turkey, and 
ranged in age from 18 to 34 years. Some of Austria’s 
most prominent teachers, many of whom had adopt-
ed pedagogical methods from America and Britain 
were assigned to this institution at Boltzmanngasse.

On May 20, 1933, a new director, Consul General 
Friedrich Hlavac von Rechtwall succeeded Director 
Edler von Winter. Director Hlavac was born in Lemberg, 
(now Lvov), Galicia (now Ukraine) on March 10, 1885. 
He was graduated from the Consular Academy and 
followed a diplomatic career as a consul in the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs. He was a member of the Peace 
Delegation of St. Germain in 1919 and became Chief 
of personnel at the Foreign Ministry in 1922. He held 
this office from 1933 until the closure of the Consular 
Academy in 1941. After his retirement, he moved to 
Tyrol and died in Salzburg on May 10, 1975.

Director Hlavac was a highly decorated diplomat, 
cosmopolitan in outlook, and entirely dedicated to 
his mission. He combined humane thinking and kind-
ness with firm leadership. The good relationship with 
his students reflected his pedagogical philosophy. 
His excellent language skills — 11 languages — eased 
his contacts all over the world. He rejected the Nazi 
regime and did not join any related party. Rather, he 
used his diplomatic status to help a number of Jewish 
families to emigrate.

Director Hlavac was married to Lucia von Czech in 
November 1913. They had a daughter (Dr. Maria 
Kirchner, now living in Tyrol) and a son who died in 
Poland during World War II.

On June 20, 1933, the Federal Chancellery issued a 
decree to all federal officials, including the admin-
istration at the Consular Academy (Zl. 171.892/13 
Pers.): “It is declared that membership in the National 
Socialist German Workers’ Party (NSDAP — Nation-
alsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei) and other 
parties providing the basis for that membership is in 
contradiction with the duties of federal officials and 
is, therefore, prohibited.”

In view of the generally difficult economic situation 
in Austria, in September 1933 the Curator of the 
Theresianum, Ministerial President and University 
Professor Emeritus Dr. Max Freiherr von Hussarek and 
Director Hlavac agreed on food deliveries from the 
Theresianum’s agricultural property in Suessenbrunn. 
The Theresianum had so far supplied agriculture 
products to various institutions, and agreed to send 
products such as milk, dairy products, potatoes, pork 
and veal to the Consular Academy. 

In a decree issued by the Federal Government on 
February 16, 1934, an agreement between Austria 
and Hungary reached on January 12, 1934, in Rome 
was finalized wherein the property right of the K&K 
Consular Academy would be incorporated into the 
Consular Fund, an independent entity which would 
manage the Academy’s finances.

In 1934, 79 male and 24 female students from 24 na-
tions were studying at the Consular Academy, taught 
by 15 professors and 2 lecturers. At that time the ad-
mission fee was AS — Austrian Schillings — 3,100 (¤ 
8,264 in 2001) for boarding students, AS 800 (¤ 2,133 
in 2001) for regular students and AS 220 (¤ 581 in 
2001) for visiting students not enrolled.

The Academy organized many field trips for its 
students to visit trading companies, transportation 
and communication facilities, industrial enterprises, 
factories, coalmines, and publishers. In order to 
complete the merchandise museum, various prod-
uct samples were ordered from other countries and 
continents.

In January 1934, a new Institute for International 
Law was founded within the Academy. Professor Al-
fred Verdross von Drossberg served as its first director. 
It was during this academic year that an Academy 
Yearbook was published for the first time.

Due to the continuing difficult economic times, some 
measures had to be taken to economize. As of May 
1934, all inhabitants of the Academy building were 
encouraged to save on their water allotment, which 
was decreased from 35 liters a day to 20 liters a day 
per person. Bathing facilities hours were reduced to 
the hours between 6:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

On June 7, 1934, the Federal Chancellery issued a 
decree requiring that all civil servants spend their 
summer vacation in Austria and only travel abroad 
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Consular Academy (Chancery) 1904 — garden (rear) view
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for official reasons. This decree was re-issued in 1935 
and 1936.

In early 1935 the Academy was named the “In-
ternational Institute for Politics and the National 
Economy.” On the occasion of the International 
Studies Conference held in Berlin, it was integrated 
into the “Forum of Free Universities.” Members of this 
group included the Ecole Libre des Sciences Politiques 
in Paris and the London School of Economics and Po-
litical Science. These universities were supported by 
international endowments.

At this point, roughly half the Academy’s students 
were foreign. Subject offerings included national 
economics, history of dogmatic theology, trade 
policy, trade geography, product technology, in-
dustrial engineering science, civil and criminal law, 
international law, and press and propaganda issues. 
Most students attended lectures in jurisprudence and 
political science at the university. At that time, the 
prerequisite for entering the diplomatic service was 
no longer graduation from the Consular Academy but 
three civil service examinations following studies in 
jurisprudence, a probationary year of employment in 
the Foreign Ministry, and an Attaché Exam.

The Academy subscribed to a variety of international 
bulletins on politics, economy, science, etc. One of 
them was the Federal Reserve Bulletin issued by the 
U.S. Federal Reserve Board. The daily Neues Wiener 
Tagblatt reported on November 10, 1935 that the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, rep-
resented by its Director, James Brown Scott, had 
donated to the Consular Academy all publications on 
lectures by the Hague Academy for International Law 
in exchange for copies of all Yearbooks issued by the 
Academy and all publications by the Austrian Federal 
Press Service.

In December 1935 Count R. N. Coudenhove- 
Kalergi submitted a plan to the Federal Chancellery for 
transforming the Consular Academy into a European 
Academy for Politics and Economy. This was intended 
to be a pan-European institution with endowments 
by other European governments for the education 
of future politicians, economic leaders and experts in 
national law, with a study term of four years. There is 
no evidence that this plan was pursued.

In the summer of 1936, classes by the London Inter-
national Summer School and international classes by 
Vienna University were held at the Academy. For part 
of the summer, American artisans and members of 
the International Association of Working Female Law 
Students were accommodated here.

During the academic year 1936/37, there were 60 
students in their first year and 51 in their second 
year. In 1937/38, there were 67 first year students 
and 51 in the second year. Their countries of origin 
were Romania, Hungary, Poland, China, USSR, Latvia, 
the German Reich, Great Britain, Italy, Lithuania, 
Yugoslavia, Egypt, Peru, and Iraq. Associate students 
were entitled to participate in colloquiums, and some 
seminars were held for press and propaganda mat-
ters. In that year, frequency charts were issued to the 
students, which reflected their attendance in classes. 
For students attending classes in an irregular fashion 
the level of exams was raised.

Starting in the fall of 1937, no more female students 
were admitted to the Academy, as it was considered 
to be a purely military institution.

In November 1937, a reunion took place in Vienna 
of all students and professors who were part of the 
Academy between 1870 and 1918. Preparations went 
on for months, and a flow of correspondence be-
tween the Academy and the graduates in all corners 
of the world ensured the success of the project.
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View of Boltzmanngasse at the beginning of the 20th century
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THE ANSCHLUSS

On March 13, 1938, one day after Hitler’s troops 
crossed the Austrian border and the Austrian Gov-
ernment was obliged to sign the “Law on Austria’s 
Reunification with the German Reich,” a decree was 
issued by the Führer requiring the new swearing-in 
of all civil servants, including the directors of educa-
tional institutes, among them, the Academy.

During the course of that year, the Academy’s future 
became uncertain. Only the Institute for Oriental 
Languages continued its activities with certain re-
strictions and changes, while the Institute for West-
ern Languages was dissolved by the German govern-
ment. Subjects that students of both institutes took 
in common were Diplomatic State History, National 
Political Economy, Applied Economics, International, 
Civil and Criminal Law, Public Law, Trade Policy, 
Development of the Political Community, Social 
Policy, History of the Principles of Political Economy, 
Product Technology, Press and Propaganda issues. 
English, French, Italian, and German remained in the 
curriculum. Most functions continued for the time 
being. For example, requests from foreign countries 
for translations of oriental texts in different fields of 
study continued to arrive regularly.

In February and March 1938, Director Hlavac received 
numerous new applications for enrollment at the 

Academy. As the future of instruction at the Acad-
emy was unclear, from April to November, he drafted 
response letters describing a planned re-organization 
of the Academy in order to delay action on those ap-
plications.

At this point in time, the Academy still subscribed 
to some international magazines, such as the Times, 
France et Colonies, etc., but started reducing their 
number.

In a letter dated July 29, 1938, the Head of Endow-
ments and Independent Funds, Ministerialrat Adolf 
Bucher, informed the Stillhaltekommissar für Vereine, 
Organisationen und Verbände (Property Controller 
and Administrator for all Associations, Organizations 
and Institutions), Dr. Dorer, that the Consular Academy 
was no longer an independent fund with legal status, 
but an endowment fund to be administered by the 
German Reich’s Foreign Ministry as successor of the 
Federal Chancellery. It would, therefore, not be regis-
tered by the Stillhaltekommissar according to decrees 
issued on March 22 and April 30, 1938. This decision 
secured the future of the Academy in the short term, 
as the Stillhaltekommissar, which wielded vast pow-
ers over institutions and endowments stripped from 
their former owners or directors, would not have the 
authority to dissolve the Academy.

In October, 1938, students were required to provide 
the following documents in order to be admitted 
to the Academy: final examination (Reifezeugnis), 
certificate of citizenship, certificate of good conduct, 
certificate of Aryan descent, birth certificate, mar-
riage or birth certificate of parents, and birth cer-
tificate of grand-parents. At this point, the length of 
studies was three years and focused on three catego-
ries: the Foreign Service, economic and trade studies, 
and journalism. National Socialist party membership 
and preceding military service were prerequisites for 
studies at the Academy, which led to the granting of 
the “Grand Diploma.” By adding two semesters of 

national economy or juridical studies at the univer-
sity, the doctorate could be obtained. Post-graduate 
students could receive their diploma after one year’s 
time. The number of students in that year was 45.

A number of Sudeten German refugees were housed 
at Boltzmanngasse 16 in September and October 
1938. On December 24, 1938, the Ministry of the 
Interior informed all public offices that all adminis-
trative sectors had been “integrated” into the German 
Reich (Verreichlichung) and that it was taking over 
financial responsibility.

    

EFFECTS OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION ON THE CONSULAR ACADEMY



18

Merchandise and product museum

Conference room



19

In a letter dated January 11, 1939, Dr. Wagner from the 
NSDAP’s (Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpar-
tei) Foreign Policy Training Center referred to a recent 
visit of Obersturmbannfuehrer (First Squad Leader) Dr. 
Berger and expressed his pleasure in his contributing 
his experience to the re-structuring of the Institute.

In a decree issued on February 21, 1939, the Reichsstat-
thalter (governor) and the Reichs-Ministry for National 
Elucidation and Propaganda, represented by Dr. v. 
Burgstorff, requested that in view of the “unclear 
political position vis-à-vis the United States and the 
upcoming opening of the World’s Fair in New York on 
May 1, 1939, all influential personalities or persons in 
public functions should personally meet with Herr von 
Feldmann, the America expert at the Reichspropagan-
daamt (office of Reichs-propaganda) before their travel 
and should report to him again after their travel.”

Another decree by the Reichsstatthalter drafted on 
May 27, 1939, and sent to all officials stated that all 
matters for processing by the Government had to be 
submitted to him through the office of State and Sci-
ence at the Reichs-Commissariat for the Reunifica-
tion of Austria with the German Reich.

A decree by the Ministry of the Interior in Berlin issued 
a law on the display of the swastika flag. The flag was 
required to be shown on all public buildings on the fol-
lowing days: January 18 (founding of the Reich); 5th 
Sunday before Easter (Commemoration of the Heroes); 
April 20 (Hitler’s birthday); May 1 (National Holiday); 
1st Sunday after St. Michael’s day (Thanksgiving). The 
flag was to be flown from 7 a.m. until sundown.

A plan was developed in May 1939 that envisioned 
the Consular Academy continuing as an international 
university for diplomatic and consular sciences, but 
it was never carried out. In the course of the year 
1939, the Consular Academy received many letters 
from German universities announcing that former 
graduates — obviously some of them of Jewish de-
scent — had been stripped of their academic degrees. 
In addition, they sometimes were sentenced to prison 
and the “loss of honor.” These notes continued to ar-
rive over the following years.

In the summer of 1939, some rooms were rented to 
students attending the World Student Games and 
others to the students of the International Summer 
School from Malden in Surrey, England, during their 
visit to Vienna.

In September 1939, the SS (Schutzstaffel= Protection 
Squadron) Air Command (Luftwaffenkommando) 
brought 34 students from the Berlin Military Medi-
cal Academy to live and study in the Academy’s 3rd 
floor. By October 15, 1939, the number of rooms oc-
cupied by the students increased to 40. In December 
1940, the Consular Academy signed a rental contract 
with the local SS Air Command (Luftgaukommando 
XVII Wien) for the rental of 56 rooms to be occupied 
by medical cadets of the Air Force who stayed until 
1942.

Sixteen students were enrolled at the Consular Acad-
emy for the academic year beginning on October 16, 
1939. The Academy was at that time controlled by 
the NS Minister Seyss-Inquart with the assistance 
of NS Sturmfuehrer (Squad Leader) Nattes and three 
more trustee members.

Under the influence of the Nazi Foreign Ministry, a 
new emphasis on “Germanic” subjects entered the 
curriculum: the culture of the German people, com-
radeship, and other propaganda issues, such as the 
“History and Structure of the NSDAP, ” the “Fuehrer-
Ideology and Principles of Freedom,” “History of the 
German People,” “Racism and Genetics,” and “Ger-
man Work Front.” Languages still were considered a 
basic working tool, and nineteen were taught during 
this period: English, French, Arabic, Persian, Chinese, 
Japanese, Polish, Turkish, Romanian, Russian, Ser-
bian, Croatian, Slovakian, Spanish, Czech, Ukrainian, 
Hungarian, Italian, and German. In its last year, the 
Academy still lectured on National and International 
Law, Ethnology, National Economy, Trade, Studies of 
Product Technology, Commercial Geography, History 
of the European State System, Diplomacy and Con-
sular Science, and Principles of Political Economy.

By 1940, the Nazification process of the Academy 
was complete. Students with German as their mother 
tongue who planned to register with the Academy 
were obliged to prove their German racial back-
ground and their NSDAP, NSKK (NS Vehicle Corps), 
NSDStB (Nationalsozialistischer Deutscher Studen-
tenbund — National Socialist Student Association) or 
HJ (Hitlerjugend — Hitler Youth) membership. The Ad-
mission Commission now also included various Party 
members and was headed by the Gaubeauftragter 
(Gau= District Representative) in Vienna, who was 
the NSDAP representative for foreign affairs and 
represented Foreign Minister Ribbentrop.



Hallway

20



THE END OF THE CONSULAR ACADEMY

In a letter dated Nov. 6, 1939, the Chief of Security 
Police informed Gauleiter (regional leader) Buerckel, 
Parliament, Vienna, that Foreign Minister Ribbentrop 
had decided that the Academy should not begin a 
new term until a later date, since the majority of eli-
gible students were absent due to the ongoing war. 
This plan was also mentioned by the Reichs-Minister 
for Science, Education and National Education in a 
document addressed to the Ministerial Director, Pro-
fessor Menzel. Director Hlavac, in a vigorous attempt 
to secure the Academy’s future, sent a letter on 
November 7, 1939, to the Foreign Ministry in Berlin 
and suggested the continuation of the Academy at 
a reduced scale. The Reichs-Foreign Minister agreed 
but requested that parts of the Consular Academy 
be made available for use by the medical inspection 
team of the Reichs-Air Force Ministry.

In December 1939, the Red Cross expressed interest 
in renting some of the rooms, since there were no 
more boarding students housed within the Academy.

The SS Air Force, in May 1946,  requested that some 
of the Academy’s lecturers be made available to them 
to teach history, war education and to lecture on 
countries like Germany, England, France, and Russia.

Starting in the fall of 1940, the number of academic 
classes was reduced from five to two. Basic require-
ments then were lectures in English, French and one 
Slavic language, as well as international politics, 
international and political economy and law studies. 
In 1940, Reichsminister Dr. Seyss-Inquart, became 
President of the Curators of the Academy.

In November 1940, Director Hlavac was pressured 
by local National Socialist groups to provide space 
at the Academy for various meetings and events. 
He countered in a letter to the Central Air Command 
that the space would be needed in February 1941 for 
internal classes.

Between October 1940 and October 1941, Director 
Hlavac sent approximately 200 letters responding 
to interested students and informing them that the 
Academy was undergoing restructuring and, there-
fore, no course catalogue was available.

The last regular classes began in December 1940, 
mostly for students from southeast European 
countries in preparation for their future careers as 
diplomats, consuls, journalists, or in private industry 
and focusing on an overall course of instruction in 
a “Germanic Mission.” From December 1940 until 
March 1941, occasional classes on special subjects or 
review classes were arranged for roughly 190 mem-
bers of the army on leave. Thereafter, lectures were 
discontinued.

On June 26, 1941, Austrian envoy von Twardowski 
submitted plans for the restructuring of the Academy 
to the authorities in Berlin. However, in the mean-
time other users had gained priority. The local NS 
groups — NSDAP, DAF (Deutsche Arbeitsfront — Ger-
man Labor Front), the DRK (Deutsches Rotes Kreuz 
— German Red Cross), workers groups, etc., used the 
premises for various meetings and events. Classes for 
military interpreters were arranged, and from July 
1941 to July 1942, 70 meteorologists serving the 
SS Luftwaffe (Air Force) were accommodated in the 
empty building.

 The following year, on March 13, 1942, the 
Reichsstatthalter (a position which replaced the Aus-
trian Foreign Minister during the Anschluss) issued 
a decree declaring the Academy a site for housing a 
field hospital (number XIIIc). In order to make space 
available, the Academy’s library had to be moved. The 
Director of the National Library expressed interest in 
the collection in his letter dated May 30, 1942. In 
his answer dated July 18, 1942, the Reichs-Foreign 
Ministry stressed the importance of maintaining the 
Consular Academy in order that it may be reopened 
at a later date.
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Aside from a few dozen oil paintings, among them 
portraits of Empress Theresia, Emperor Franz Josef, 
Emperor Ferdinand I, and numerous noblemen from 
the Habsburg Monarchy (Counts Andrassy, Golu-
chowski, Schwarzenberg, etc.) and oil paintings of the 
orient, the library contained roughly 10,000 books. The 
inventory included the following volumes:

Jurisprudence and political science	 473
Philosophy, religion	 326
Year books	 165
History (until the beginning of the 19th century)	 366
Geography	 582
Aryan languages	 431
English language and literature	 161
French language and literature	 414
Italian language and literature	 203
Hungarian language and literature	 71
Grammar books, dictionaries, text books	 3,000

The Institute for Diplomatic State History completed 
this library with 639 books, as did the Institute of 
Economic Policy (511) and the Institute for Interna-
tional Law (1,096). 

After its storage in the basement of the Consular 
Academy building, the library was moved between 
August 1943 and January 1944, first to the Viennese 
Reichs-Archives at Bankgasse 8 and Minoritenplatz 
1 and later to the basement of St. Peter’s church 
(Vienna, 1st district).

In June 1942, the Academy building was affiliated 
with Vienna University, while the Consular Acad-
emy Fund still retained ownership. In September of 
that year the Oriental Academy moved to the site 
of the University for World Trade, headed by the 

Reichs-Minister for Science Education and National 
Education.

On January 25, 1943, an agreement was signed 
between the Consular Academy and the Army Ad-
ministration, which stated that the Academy would 
be turned over for the Army’s use. Its inventory and 
equipment was stored in Boltzmanngasse 20. The 
telephones were disconnected. In May and June, 
Director Hlavac cancelled subscriptions for all reports 
and publications from international institutions, 
banks, etc., as well as the Academy’s insurance.

After receiving orders to join the army, Director 
Hlavac wrote a letter dated March 10, 1944 to Am-
bassador Bergmann at the Foreign Ministry in Berlin, 
pointing out that his duties as the Academy’s Direc-
tor would not permit his absence. He stressed that he 
was not only responsible for the Academy in general, 
but also for the field hospital, security measures dur-
ing air raids, the army staff, financial matters, the 
equipment, the storage and the collections of scien-
tific study materials. 

In a reply dated May 26, 1944, the Foreign Ministry 
in Berlin requested that the Academy take care of 
3000 students of the German-Foreign Academic As-
sociation. Director Hlavac responded in a letter dated 
June 5, 1944, that a maximum of 500 people could 
be accommodated in the building, and expressed his 
view that the building should remain a field hospital 
for the foreseeable future.

In February 1945 the Academy was still controlled by 
the Foreign Ministry in Berlin. Director Hlavac left his 
apartment at the Academy and moved to Radstadt 
(Salzburg).

    
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OCCUPATION

With the liberation of Vienna in April 1945, the build-
ing was occupied by Soviet troops. In a letter dated 
August 20, 1945, and addressed to the Austrian au-
thorities, Director Hlavac stated that the Academy 
had been shut down. 

In mid-August 1945, the building was vacated to 
make way for American occupation forces. The U.S. 
Forces resided in the building — which appeared in 
the Vienna telephone book as “American Consulate 
General” — from September 1, 1945, to the end of 
1946. In 1945/46, legal provisions similar to those in 
1938 were instituted. The Consular Academy Fund 
retained ownership of the building.

Two other American diplomatic offices were located 
elsewhere in Vienna at that time: The American Con-
sulate was located at Argentinierstrasse 23, 4th 
district, and the Amerika-Institute at Operngasse 4, 
1st district. 

In the Session of the Council of Ministers on October 
29, 1946, the Minister of Finance reported to the Par-
liament the planned sale of the Consular Academy 
building. The protocol notes read that the proposal 
to process the bill for constitutional handling by the 
Federal legislation authorities regarding the sale of 
the property EZ 1178, land register Alsergrund (for-
merly Consular Academy, 9th district, Boltzmann-
gasse 16) was adopted. They further state that the 
representative of the Communist Party (KPOe), Dr. 
Altmann, asked whether the sales price would be paid 
in dollars and whether the American representatives 
owned any other buildings in Vienna. The Minister of 
Finance, Dr. Zimmermann, confirmed the sale was de-
noted in dollars and that the American government 
owned no other buildings in Vienna.

On November 13, 1946, a law was adopted by the 
Austrian National Council, which permitted the 
sale of the building for approximately AS 3,500,000 
(3,010,000 Euro in 2001). Previously, public buildings 
could not be sold for more than AS 75,000 (64,500 
Euro).

On December 5, 1946, the Austrian Government’s 
Finance Committee decided on the sale of the Con-
sular Academy building. The decision was announced 
in the Federal Law Gazette the same day (Annex). The 
Austrian Government authorized the sale on Decem-
ber 12, 1946, as announced in BGBl (Bundesgesetzb-
latt — Federal Gazette) No. 33/47 (Annex).

The sale had been negotiated by the Financial Of-
ficer of the U.S. Legation, Ms. Eleanor Dulles, a career 
diplomat and prominent economic specialist for the 
U.S. Department of State in Austria and Western Ger-
many. Eleanor Dulles was the sister of Secretary of 
State John Foster Dulles.

The contract was agreed upon by the Austrian Acad-
emy Fund, represented by the Austrian Minister of Fi-
nance and the United States of America, represented 
by envoy, John G. Erhardt.

On June 30, 1947, the American Government 
bought the building — Lot No. 136/I with house No. 
1178, and Lot No. 136/2 (garden) for the amount 
of $392,139.15, corresponding to an amount of 
5,634,027 Euro in 2001. This sum included the cost 
of renovation and adaptation. The sale price was 
calculated in accordance with Article 6 of the Surplus 
Property Agreement concluded in Washington, D.C. 
on May 2, 1946. On July 3, 1947 the ownership was 
listed in the land register for the 9th Vienna district, 
under No. 2282.

On July 1, 1947 the U.S. Government began cover-
ing its own occupation costs and agreed on a vast 
support program for the Austrian Government which 
developed into the Marshall Plan one year later. The 
agreement was signed by Geoffrey Keyes, U.S. High 
Commissioner and Austrian Chancellor Leopold Figl.

The U.S. Mission in Austria occupied the position of 
Legation. Its first head was John Erhardt at the rank 
of Minister (Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni-
potentiary). He carried out his duties as head of the 
Legation from 1946 until 1950 and was succeeded 
by Mr. Walter J. Donnelly who, after the upgrading of 
the Legation to an Embassy in 1951, became the first 
post-war American Ambassador to Austria.
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Boltzmanngasse has existed for over two centuries 
under a number of different names. It was first called 
“Am Spanischen Berg” (on the Spanish mountain), in 
view of the Spanish hospital founded by Emperor Karl 
VI (father of Maria Theresia) which was located right 
across from what is now the American Embassy build-
ing in 1778. One year later, its name was changed to 
Spitalsberg (hospital mountain), and in 1816 Spital-
berggasse (street of the hospital mountain). In 1820, 
the name was changed to Karlsgasse after Emperor 
Karl VI (in 1825 Carlsgasse), but reverted in 1835 to 
“am Spitalberg.” In 1846 it was again called Karlsgasse, 
and from 1862 to 1913 Waisenhausgasse (orphanage 
street), after the orphanage which was located then 
at the corner of Boltzmanngasse and Strudlhofgasse. 
Since 1913 it has been called Boltzmanngasse after 
the famous physicist and philosopher, Dr. Ludwig 
Boltzmann. 

Born on February 20, 1844, in Vienna, Ludwig 
Boltzmann began teaching at Graz University in 1869 
at age 25. He was called to Munich in 1890 where he 
taught Theoretical Physics and later accepted an as-
signment to Vienna University in 1894. 

Professor Boltzmann was world-renowned for his 
work dealing with statistics on the velocity of par-
ticles in gases and for developing a mathematical 
equation describing their distribution. Boltzmann’s 
“basic constant” is still used in scientific calculations 
today.

Ludwig Boltzmann regularly traveled abroad and vis-
ited the U.S. on three occasions. In 1899 he lectured 
at Clark University in Worchester, Massachusetts. As a 
member of several academies of sciences, and as the 
representative of the Austrian Imperial Academy of 
Sciences, he was invited to St. Louis, Missouri in the 
summer of 1904 to participate in the sessions of the 
Committee on Solar Research and in lectures by the 
scientific congress that met on the occasion of the 
world exhibit. The St. Louis Academy of Science made 
him an honorary member on October 17, 1904. 

Boltzmann traveled to the U.S. again on June 8, 
1905, on invitation by the President of Berkeley Uni-
versity, Benjamin Ide Wheeler. The “Daily Californian” 
reported that Boltzmann lectured on “Mechanical 
Analogies of Thermodynamics with Special Reference 
to the Theorems of Statistical Mechanics.” Deeply 
impressed by the New World, Boltzmann wrote an 
essay in 1905: “Travel of a German Professor to the 
Eldorado.”

In summer 1904, Boltzmann suffered from depres-
sion, neurasthenia, asthma and serious eye prob-
lems, which made it impossible for him to lecture. 
Distressed at what he considered his failure to fulfill 
his duties and seeing no solution to his problems, he 
committed suicide on September 5, 1906, in Duino 
near Trieste during a family vacation. A bust of Lud-
wig Boltzmann under the arcades of Vienna Univer-
sity pays tribute to the great scientist.

Boltzmanngasse and
Dr. Ludwig Boltzmann
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ANNEXES

Report of the Finance and Budget Commission, December 5, 1946
Federal Law, dated December 12, 1946, regarding the sale of the property

Sales Contract concluded between the Consular Academy and the U.S. Government
(in English and German)

Estimate and description of the building at time of sale (in German)
New York Times article dated July 19, 1931, on the Consular Academy
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REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND BUDGET COMMISSION

On the Federal bill (annex 233), regarding the sale of the real estate property E.Z. 1178 land 
register Alsergrund (formerly Consular Academy, Vienna 9th district, Boltzmanngasse 16)

The present Federal bill is to enable the Minister of Finance to sell the former Consular 
Academy building in Vienna to the Government of the United States of America. The 
agreed sale price is $350.000, based on two assessments — one official and one private. 

According to Article VI, paragraph 1, Z. 1, of the Federal Financial Law, the Minister of Fi-
nance is entitled to sell Federal real estate property without authorization by the National 
Council only under the condition that the estimated price of a single piece of property 
does not exceed AS 75,000. Since this sale will definitely exceed the limit, a particular legal 
authorization for the sale was agreed upon.

The Consular Academy Fund is the owner of the property in question. The Fund is not an 
independent legal person, but part of the Federal property.

The very impressive building is to serve in the future as the Embassy building for the United 
States of America.

Participants in the commission’s debate were, apart from the reporter, members of par-
liament Elser and Ludwig, and the Minister of Finance, Dr. Zimmermann, who addressed 
concerns voiced in particular by Deputy Elser regarding the sales price.

The reporter stated in his conclusion that the sale price would definitely be paid in dollars, 
providing a valuable contribution to the National Bank’s monetary policy tasks.

The Finance and Budget Committee accepted the Federal bill and now requests that the 
National Council give its constitutional consent to the bill (annex 233).

Vienna, December 5, 1946

Signed: Brunner (reporter)	Ing. Raab (Deputy chairman)
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FEDERAL LAW

dated December 12, 1946, regarding the sale of the property E.Z. 1178, land register Alsergrund (formerly 
Consular Academy in Vienna 9th district, Boltzmanngasse 16):

The National Council has determined:

Paragraph 1. �The Minister of Finance is authorized to sell the real estate property Einlagezahl (no.) 1178, land 
register Alsergrund consisting of lot No. 136/1, construction area and No. 136/2, garden.

Paragraph 2. The Minister of Finance will be entrusted with the execution of this Federal Law.

Signed: Renner (Federal President) 

Figl (Federal Chancellor)

Zimmermann (Minister of Finance)

EXPLANATORY REMARKS

The American Government wishes to purchase the the former Consular Academy building in Vienna, 9th district, 
Boltzmanngasse 16, E.Z. 1178, land register Alsergrund as its future Embassy building.

The property is registered as the property of the Austrian Consular Academy Fund, but may in fact be considered 
Federal property, since the Fund has no proper legal personality and all expenses for the property are covered by 
Federal funds.

The property is free of liens. It may be considered as dispensable for Federal purposes.

The sale price of $350.000 was tendered and was accepted by representatives of the U.S. Government.

The sale price was based on two estimates, one by architect Reinhart, the second by the Federal Ministry for Trade 
and Reconstruction. Both estimates resulted in the same amount, AS 3,500.000 = U.S. Dollars 350.000. The sale 
price may, therefore, be considered to correspond to the actual value.

Since this sale price exceeds the upper limit of AS 75,000 determined by the Federal Finance Law for the sale of 
real estate property, a special sales authorization law has been enacted.

2282/47
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SALES CONTRACT 

Concluded between the Austrian Consular Academy, 
represented by the Austrian Ministry of Finance as 
vendor and the United States of America, represented 
by the American envoy John G. Erhardt as purchaser, 
based on the permission of alienation contained in 
paragraph 1 of the Federal Law dated December 
12, 1946, published in the Federal Law Gazette Nr. 
33/47.

1. The Austrian Consular Academy Fund sells and 
transfers the real estate property defined as KNr. 
and BZ 1178 in the land register for the 9th district 
Alsergrund to the United States of America, and 
the United States of America buys and takes over 
from the above Fund the property to be used as an 
Embassy building at Vienna IX, Boltzmanngasse 16, 
which consists of real property No. 136/1 construc-
tion area, house No. 1178 and Nr. 136/2 garden, for 
the amount of U.S. Dollars 392,139.15. This sale price 
includes the cost for all renovation and adaptation 
work due until the day of transfer of the property to 
the purchaser and also includes the telephone unit 
and four chandeliers.

The sale price is calculated in accordance with Article 
6 of the Surplus Property Agreement concluded in 
Washington, D.C. on May 2, 1946.

2. The transfer of the property to the purchaser takes 
place on the day of the signing of the contract. As of 
that day, all use and advantage, but also all charges 
and risks are transmitted to the purchaser.

3. The vendor guarantees the exemption of the 
property from registered and non-registered charges 
(mortgages, servitudes, real property charges, arrears 
of taxes and fees); there are no guarantees for size, 
property limits, condition and particular features of 
the property. The purchaser takes over the property in 
the condition it is on the day of transmission.

4. The vendor explicitly agrees that based on this con-
tract the property right on the real property KNr. and 
EZ.1178, land register Alsergrund, consisting of the 
property No. 136/I construction area, house No. 1178 
and 136/2 garden will be incorporated by the United 
States of America 

5. The costs of this registration are borne by the 
vendor.

Since the American Government has granted reci-
procity, the payment of property acquisition tax is 
cancelled so that the real property is transmitted to 
the purchaser without taxes and fees.

The procurator of finance will register the land under 
this contract.

6. Both parties refrain from appealing against this 
contract for violation regarding the objective equiva-
lent (laesio enormis).*

7. This contract will be issued in four copies, from 
which the purchaser will receive three copies and the 
vendor will receive one copy.

Vienna, June 30, 1947

John G. Erhardt, e.h.	 Dr. Zimmermann, e.h.
American Envoy	 Minister of Finance
L.S.	 L.S.

* The laesio enormis law follows the thought of the 
objective equivalent of service and quid pro quo, 
according to article 934: “If in a situation of mu-
tual binding business one partner has not received 
at least half of the common value he provided to 
the other partner, the law enforces the right of the 
defrauded person to withdraw and to reinstate the 
former status.”
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